March 7, 2021 Pastor Eliza Johnson
+Gather+
Prepare your heart to connect with God.
PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
L: We have all gone astray like sheep,
C: Yet God has called us back.
L: We long for your salvation, Lord.
C: Your law is our delight.
L: Let us sing of God’s promises,
C: For we live to praise our creator!
Confession and Forgiveness
P: We confess our sins before God and one another.
Pause for silence and reflection.
P: God of mercy,
C: Jesus was faithful even in the face of death, yet we so often fail you in day to day
living. Our commitment is shaky, our promises are unreliable, and our actions are
questionable. We quit when discipleship becomes difficult and complain that we don’t
get enough credit. Forgive us our neglect of your mission and our lukewarm devotion
and wake us up to the urgency of your gospel.
P: God is gracious and pardons all our shortcomings. May the giver of life forgive us our sins
and restore us to the joy of discipleship and service, for the sake of Jesus our faithful Lord.
All: Amen.
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all
C: And also, with you.
KYRIE

PRAYER OF THE DAY: Let us pray. Forgiving God, you long for your lost children to
return to you. Lead us homeward on the path of repentance, that we might be
restored to you and to your community in Christ our Lord. Amen.

+WORD+

Hear God’s story of love, redemption and good news.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SCRIPTURE: Luke 15:1-32
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners
and eats with them.” 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a
hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness
and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it; he lays it on his
shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’
7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than
over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8“Or what woman having
ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and
search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her friends
and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just
so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.” 11Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’
So, he divided his property between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered
all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in
dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout
that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of
the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly
have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him
anything. 17But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands
have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to
my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;
19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.’
20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him
and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.
21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am
no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly,
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals
on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son

of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to
celebrate. 25Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the
house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was
going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf,
because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to
go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father,
‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never
disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I
might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the
father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we
had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to
life; he was lost and has been found.’”
R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: The King of Love My Shepherd Is

#502

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father;
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

R: Merciful God.
+SACRAMENT+
R:
God of truth.

C: Hear our prayer.
C: Hear our prayer.
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The Lord's Prayer

OFFERING We give generously to God because God has given generously to us. If you have
an offering envelope today, please leave it in the collection plate as you leave worship. Or you
can use the Give+ App or text an amount to 833-605-0967 to give through your cell phone.

OFFERTORY SONG
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heav’nly host;
praise Father , Son, and Holy Ghost.
INSTITUTION OF THE ELEMENTS
DISTRIBUTION
COMMUNION HYMN: Let Us Break Bread Together

#471

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body
and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give
ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
+SENDING+
Make God’s story your story.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. C: Amen.
SENDING SONG: Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

#779

SENDING: L: Go in peace; serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Musicians: Karen Block, Doug Frykman, Heather Hjelle; Eliza Johnson, Leon Johnson,
Dan McInnis, Maureen Volker
Reader: Marilyn Frykman

